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	Northern

Chester County

Fire Chiefs Association


Minutes for the month of:

March 2009
A Meet and Greet dinner was held followed by an open forum for both, the State Officials, and Fire Chiefs. Officials in attendance were:

 Representative Curt Schroder 155th Congressional District, 
Ann Marie BRAZUNAS represented the 157th Congressional District (Paul Drucker)
Senator John C. Rafferty, Jr. 44th Senate District 
Jonathan Ewald, Policy Analyst, to state senator, Andrew Dinninman 19th District

Representative Tim Hennessey 26th District

Representative Duane Milne 167th District

· The officials presented multiple issues being discussed in both, the House of Representatives, and the Senate. The officials encouraged the fire service to ask for help anytime it is needed and thanked the North for its invitation and hospitality. 
· President Gallagher asked the officials to uphold the residential sprinkler building code requirement. 

· President Gallagher also presented a discussion regarding the need to continue supplementing volunteers for their service and providing an improved way to conduct background checks within Fire Companies.
Foundation Meeting

CALL TO ORDER:
· The meeting was called to order by President Brian M. Gallagher at the Ridge Fire Company on March 11, 2009 at 2010 hrs.

· The Pledge to the Flag was recited followed by a moment of silence.

ATTENDANCE:

· A sign up sheet was circulated with 36 members in attendance representing 12 Fire Stations, DES, PCHF, and 6 Local Official. 
READING OF THE PREVIOUS MINUTES:

· A motion was made by Jack Schaeffer to accept the minutes as circulated.
· 2nd Andy Inhof
OLD BUSINESS:

· The revised Safety Trailer Use & Fees was distributed.
· The Safety Truck and Trailer was discussed. The board is getting prices on replacing the signs and tires on both. Members were reminded that reservations are taking place for the upcoming season.
NEW BUSINESS:

· Chief Jason Bolonski from the Linfield Fire Company introduced his officers and expressed their interest in becoming members of the PCHF and NCCFCA. A vote was conducted to accept Linfield Fire Company to both, PCHF and NCCFCA, with all members in favor.
· Brian informed the members that a letter was received from Sheldon Yellen, CEO of Belfor, appreciating the Thank You letter that was sent to them in reference to the Winter Encapsulation Project on the Safety Trailer. *see attached letter*
ADJOURNMENT:
· A motion was made for adjournment at 2020(Jason Cole 2nd Doug Gable).
NCCFCA MEETING
CALL TO ORDER:

· The meeting was called to order by President Brian Gallagher at 2021.
ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS:

· Roll call of officers was taken with the absence of Vice President Devin Guth.
READING OF MINUTES:
· A motion was made by Keith Romig to accept the minutes as circulated. 2nd Jeff Kimes.
TREASURERS REPORT:

· Evan reported on the 2007 & 2008 audit, the total activity for 2008 and the Projections for 2009. *see attached*
ADVISORY BOARD:

· Brian reported on the February Advisory Board meeting. The highlights being, MDC Interface with ‘Evac Tones’, by-laws, and apparatus numbering. *see attached*
DES REPORT:

· Beau Crowding reported on DES Technical, Training Facility, and the Fire Marshals report. *see attached *
· The members expressed their disagreement with the use of ‘All Call Tones’ for cancellation of classes.

· Jeff Kimes stated the with the use of MDC’s in trucks the SMU’s were no longer being used and inquired why, if the company is offering to pay for the instillation, they are not allowed to be installed in chief’s personal vehicles. Beau stated that it is not in the original agreement, but the county is looking into updating the protocol. 




OLD BUSINESS:

· An update on the Safer Grant stated that they are working out some problems that occurred with the first round of issued checks, before then next round is released.
· Members discussed the presentations for the Local Officials and were happy to see a good turnout from both, NCCFCA and Local Officials. It was also discussed to extend an invitation to the summer picnic. 
· A discussion was held on minimum responses and the use of single company dispatch to a house fire. Jack Schaeffer also cautioned on the over use of mutual aid and asked for advice on how to approach the topic with neighboring companies. 
NEW BUSINESS:
· Members were urged to keeping checking the website for new updates.
· The July meeting will be moved to the 15th of the month.
· There will be an Apparatus Display at the May meeting from 6:30-8:00.
· An open discussion what held on submitting for 2009 grants.
· A discussion was held on putting together a part of the SEPRT, which would include 1 truck, 2 engines.
· Brian briefed on an incident in New York where a training officer was held legally responsible for an accidents, which occur at training.
FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORGANIZATION:
· The county will accept a check or PO for class payment.
· Norco is hosting a FF1 challenge, contact Terry Hipple for information.
· Linfield is hosting an Officer 1 class in April, contact them for information.
· Thank you to Evan Taylor and Jason Cole for the excellent food at tonight’s meeting.
ADJOURNMENT:

· A motion was made for adjournment at 21:16. (Doug Gable 2nd Jack Schaeffer).
